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On May 27, the constituent assembly approved articles which prohibit presidential re-election,
create the office of vice president, and establish civilian control over the armed forces. Next, under
the new constitution the president and vice president will be elected for five-year terms by a simple
majority of the electorate. The simple majority rule obviates run-off elections in the event no one
candidate receives an absolute majority. Opposition party members of the assembly preferred the
possibility of a run-off, believing that such arrangement would improve their chances of overturning
the Colorado Party's political dominance in the 1993 elections. The article banning presidential reelection does not clearly establish whether the proscription is retroactive, i.e., applicable to President
Andres Rodriguez. Gen. Rodriguez led the military coup in February 1989 which overthrew military
dictator Alfredo Stroessner. He then served as interim president until being elected to the office in
May 1989. Rodriguez has said that he has no plans to run for re- election. Regarding civilian control
of the military, under the new constitution the president assumes the role of commander-in- chief
with the power to appoint and remove commanders of all armed forces branches. Senior military
officers had proposed the creation of a military commander-in-chief. The language of the article
is considered vague, since conservative members of the ruling Colorado Party interpret it to mean
that the president delegates his authority over the military to branch commanders. (Source: Spanish
news service EFE, 05/28/92)
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